THE LAST DAYS.                                2O7

" And so, also, when he thinks or reasons, or feels,
let him so regard his thoughts that being strenuous,
thoughtful, and mindful he may, whilst In the world,
overcome the grief which arises from the craving due
to Ideas, or to reasoning, or to feeling.                          lh

" Those who, either now or after I am dead, shall
be a lamp unto themselves, relying upon themselves
only and not relying upon any external help, but holding
fast to the truth as their lamp, and seeking their salva-
tion In the truth alone, shall not look for assistance to
any one besides themselves, it is they, Ananda, among
my bhikshus, who shall reach the very topmost height!
But they must be anxious to learn."                               I9

XCIV. BUDDHA ANNOUNCES HIS DEATH.

Said the Tathagata to Ananda: " In former years,
Ananda, Mara, the Evil One, approached the holy
Buddha three times to tempt him."                           l

When Bodhisattva left the palace, Mara stood in
the gate and stopped him : " Depart not, O my Lord,"
0?xclaimed Mara, " In seven days from now the wheel
of empire will appear, and will make you sovereign
over the four continents and the two thousand adjacent
islands. Therefore, stay, my Lord."                        '2

Bodhisattva replied: "Well do I know that the
wheel of empire will appear to me; but it Is not sov-
ereignty that I desire. I will become a Buddha and
make all the world shout for joy.                                5t

"Again, Ananda, the Evil One approached the Ta-
thagata when, after a practice of severe self-mortifica-
tion, having bathed his body, he left the Nairanjana
river. Mara said : 'Thou art emaciated from fasts,